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1981 BATCH
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Ajoy Mukhopadhyay with wife Pritha,
sons Annyatam & Adarsh
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Aloke Bhunia Amit Das with wife Sudipta and Asit Nandi

daughters Debneeta & Debarni

Anjan Gupta & Family
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Ashim Kumar Ghosh

Arunava Bhattacharyay & Family



Arun Kumar Kundu

Amit Maitra
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Anjan Bose & Family

Asoke Kr. Chakraborty & Family

Amitava Kamal Sen

AVA

Amit Kumar Deb




Basab Ghosh with Wife Paushali
and daughters Sukanya & Suchit

Biswarup Ganguly with wife Tanuja

Bhaskar Dasgupta with Wife Atreyee, Daughter-in-law
Amanda, Son-in-law Nathan, Daughter Pritha & Son Mainak

Biswarup Purakayastha with wife
Sharvani and daughter Meghalina

Bidyut Chakrabarty with wife
Manideepa, daughter Rakashree & son Bitan
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Biswarup Saha with wife Swati and
daughters Madhuwanti & Sohini



1981 BATCH

Boni Biswas (Paul)

Budhathoki Tark Bahadur Banshi Badan Maji
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Bishnupada Chakraborty & Family Bramhananda Pan

TR 2 "ol

Biman Das & Family Bikash Chandra Ray



1981 BATCH

Chanchal Nath with wife Dipanwita &
daughter Shalmalee

Chandan Pain wth wife Swati
& daughter Shreyasi

Debashis Ghosh with wife Chandra, son Soumya
& daughter-in-law Upama Dey Ghosh

Debashis Dutta with wife Sharmila
and sons Deepayan & Sayan

Debasis Bandyopadhyay
with wife Karabi

Debatosh Dutta with Family



1981 BATCH

Dinesh Chowdhury with Wife Sukla
Daughter Sudipta and Son Sayan

Dilip Kumar Bardhan Dipankar Das with Family

Debiprosad De with Family Dipankar Guin with Family Dipankar Nag with Family




1981 BATCH
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Gautam Ray with Family

Gour Mohan Bakshi with Family

Gautam Ghosal with Wife

Gautam Maity

Gurprit Singh with wife Kawaljit
& Son Satwinder




Hemendra Talesara with Family

Indrajit Kumar Sinha

Jadabendra Ghosh with wife Sumita
and daughters Trisharti & Diyarti
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Jayanta Das with Family

Muralidharan Mungath with Family

(3]

Mangalmay Biswas with Family




1981 BATC
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Madhusudan Das with wife Rita

Mrigankaauli Ray with
wife Nandini & Son Aryak
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Pradip Pal with wife Mita &
son Sudip & daughter-in-law Ankita

Paramanu Bhowmic with wife Minakshi &

Partha Pratim Daw

daughter Parami

Pinaki Nag with wife Pampa




Prabal Bhattacharyay with Family Pranab Talukdar with wife Kalpana,
daughter Sunanda and son Sunandan

Prodyot Kumar Datta with Family

Partha Sarathi Guha with Family Panchananan Banerjee with Wife Parthapratim Brahma with Family
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Raghunath Sarkar with wife Swati
& son Satyaki

-

O A
— 2
-

-

R

Rakhahari De and Family

A B
Ranjit Ganguly with Family
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pak Sarkar with wife Debjani,
Son Saptarshi, daughter-in-law Satabdi

and Daughters Saptadeepa & Saptaparni
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Ratan Basu with Wife Debjani, Daughter Oindrilla
son-in-law Kunal Nag, Son Riik, Daughter-in-law Shikta Sanyal
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Subrata Ray with husband Tapan
and Daughters Gargi & Mudra

1 o W
Sabyasachi Sarkar with wife Kaberi, Saibal Pal with wife Maitryee Samir chattopadhyay with wife Soma
daughter Madhura & son Siddhartha Son Souvik & Daughter Urmi and sons Sagnik & Sayan
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Sandip Banerjee with wife Abanti & Sankar Pal with wife Manika Santanu Bhattacharyya with wife Arunima
son Siddhartha & son Sagar
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1981 BATCH

Subhas Chandra Basu

Saibal Ghosh with Wife

A

Santanu Majumder with Family

Sujit Mukherjee with Family Soumitra Roy with Wife

Soumendra Nath Banerjee

Subrata Pramanik with Wife

®

Subhasis Saha with Family



Sriparna Chattopadhyay (extreme left)
with family members

Subhas Ghosh with wife Mausami
& son Satyaki

Soumitra Sen with wife Sumita
& daughter Sulagna

Subhasish Bhattacharyay
with wife Champa

Subir Garai with wife Rina and
Daughters Srijeeta & Srideepta

Sunit Datta with wife Sumana
and sons Sumitro & Subham

Sujan Kr Bhattacharyya with Family

Sushanta Bhattacharyya with Family
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Swarup Bhattacharyya with Family



1981 BATCH

Saibal Basu with Wife

Somnath Ray with Family
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Sanjay Bhagat with Family

Sanjay Chakraborty

Samit Datta Samir Dey with Family
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1981 BATCH
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Subrata Sarkar with Family

Subharanta Raychaudhuri with Family

Tapash Chaudhuri with wife Sohini,
son Kaustav & daughter Arshia

Tamal Bhattacharyya with Family

Tapan Mitra
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Tarun Tapan Pal with Family




1981 BATCH

Tilakraj Datta with Family Tushar Kanti Nanda with Family Ujjwal Pal with wife Sumita
& son Sumitabha
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12-15 PM

1-15 PM

1-30 PM

3-00 PM

4-30 PM

5-15PM
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10-30 AM

10-30 AM

10-45 AM

11-00 AM

12-15 PM

1-15 PM

1-15 PM

1-30 PM

3-00 PM

4-30 PM

5-15PM

Registration

Breakfast

Assembly at Institute Hall
Lighting of Celebration Lamp

Inaugural Session, Felicitation of
Distinguished Professors & Guests

Cultural Program (Part I)

Campus Tour of the families, Professors &
Guests

Photo Sessions
Re-Union Lunch
Cultural Program (Part II)

Open to All

Vote of Thanks and Closing




X

|

ot

WWWWWW%%

W= N\ g
< OBITUARY &
V
M

8.8.8.8;

We are losing some of our friends cum batch mates every year. It is most unfortunate, but
reality. We hope they are in safe hands of the Almighty and God is taking care of them very

well. We pray to God to keep our missing friends happy always.
Let us remember our friends who have become twinkle star in the sky during last six years:

1. Subrata Mukherjee —Our friend from Electrical Dept. was known to us as 'Baba'.
He succumbed to liver cancer in December 2021. His disease was diagnosed late
and could hardly be treated. He retired as Chief Engineer in WBSEB and was
posted in Siliguri / Kolkata. Although he was basically from Jalpaiguri, he lived in
Kolkata during the final years of service & post retirement. He was a part of B. E.
College drama team. He continued with his passion for acting throughout his life.
Heis survived by his wife and two sons.

. Biswajit Hazra — Our friend from Metallurgy Dept. was fondly called as 'Bishu'.
Many of us would remember his ever smiling face. We all enjoyed his company at
the picnic in January 2020. He was a polite, quiet but meticulous person. Several
years back, he underwent Kidney transplant. In April 2021, he took the first dose of
Covid Vaccine, but he also got infected at the same time. His battle for survival
concluded in less than three weeks. He retired from SAIL, Kolkata office. He is
survived by his wife and two sons.

3. Abhijit Ghosh — In the first year itself of our College days, Abhijit's own name
went into oblivion. He became famous as 'Masha'. Abhijit left for his heavenly
abode in August 2020. He was an Electrical Engineer. He worked in SAIL and
retired from DSP. He was living in Durgapur after retirement. He is survived by his
wife, one son & one daughter.

4. Milan Kumar Ganguly — Milan left us in March 2020. His untimely demise was
caused by liver ailment, from which he suffered for about two years. He was a Civil
Engineer. He carried out a pivotal role in the family business, a construction
company. He executed several important projects across states. He was living in
Kolkata. Milan was the epitome of friendliness and gentlemanship. He was an
ardent patroniser and one of the founder members of BECA '81. His wife Bulbul, a
very lively lady, also left for heaven within a few month of Milan's journey. They
are survived by their only son.
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. Kalipada Das — Kali also breathed his last in March 2020. He suffered from acute
Asthma & severe skin diseases. Towards the end, he was under Homeopathy
treatment. Kali was an Electrical Engineer. He worked in SAIL ISP in Burnpur. He
was a regular in gym in College. He was very simple, polite and friendly person.

He is survived by his wife, one son & one daughter. Kali’s son Ritwick is a
professional footballer, his present club in Jamshedpur FC.

6. Partha Sarathi Dey — He was popularly known as 'Khoka' due to his simplicity in
many things during college days. He was very studious and enthusiastic in
achieving his goals, even if some of those were childish. We were lucky to see his
happy & smiling face during our 35" year celebration. He took teaching as his
profession and was an eminent Faculty member in the Computer Science Dept. in
[.I.T Kharagpur. He used to live in Midnapur. He suffered from kidney ailment and
was on dialysis for quite some time. Finally he bid good bye to us on the New
Year's Day 0f2020. He is survived by his wife and only son.

7. Gautam Bhattacharya—He was more familiar by his nickname 'Bhaben'. He was
an Electrical Engineer and worked in SAIL ISP. He retired in 2018 and soon after
that, he was diagnosed with intestinal cancer. He left us in February 2019 due to
heart failure caused by chemotherapy shock. He lived in Burnpur. He was an ace
footballer in college. He was a humble & friendly person. He is survived by his
wife and only daughter.

8. Poolakmoy Bandyopadhyay - He graduated from E&TC department and did his
Master’s from IIT Kanpur. He was very cool & quiet type. He stayed in Hostel 13,
then 7 and Richardson. He started his career with ISRO, then joined M.N. Dastur
and DEC India/U.S. He spent a good amount of years in Japan with Citibank & SG
Private Banking. Then he shifted to Singapore and worked with Societe Generale,
IBM, DBS & NTT. He was diagnosed with Cancer first in 2017, then in 2019 and
finally in 2021. He left us in 2022. He is survived by his wife and only daughter,
who lives in New Jersey, U.S.

9. Subhasish Sanyal - Subhasish was our friend from Metallurgy department. He
was very cool & casual type, always had a smiling face. He had a strong passion for
poetry over engineering subjects. He wanted to become a poet, but could not be so
due to family pressure. He did his Master’s from our college. His uncle was

renouned writer Narayan Sanyal, also an alumni of our college.
He started his career in a Foundry. But his love for poetry costed him this job. Then

he joined Ashok Leyland and shifted to Nagpur. He settled there. He left us in 2022.
He in survived by his wife and daughter, who is a medical practitioner.
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Pinaki Chakraborty
Biswajit Mandal
Raghuram Prasad
Indrajit Sengupta
Tapan Bhattacharya
Sukanti Ray
Santanu Sen
Debasish Sinha
Ranjan Banerjee
Pradip Basu

Joydeb Guha

Ashis Kumar Nandi
Kingshuk Ghosh
Saumitra Sarkar
Gautam Bhattacharya

&

SUBRATA MUKHERJEE
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10. Atanu Ghosh Chowdhury - Atanu graduated from Mechanical department. His
calm, cool, well behaved attitude and ever smiling face made him very popular to
all. He started his career with NTPC. He established himself as an intelligent,
sincere, hardworking power professional and was appreciated by his colleagues
and seniors. He never used to be in confrontation with anybody. He was very good
in playing cards (Contract Bridge) and participated in many tournament in &
outside of his organisation. He worked mainly in power plants of NTPC Kasba,
Vedanta Kasba and Lanco Jhajjar, Haryana. He left us in November, 2022. He is
survived by his wife and well established two sons.

Unfortunately, we also have lost our following friends in the past:

Architecture
Architecture
Architecture
Civil
Electrical
Electrical
Electrical
Electrical
Mechanical
Mechanical
Mechanical
Mechanical
Metallurgy
Metallurgy
Metallurgy

Friends, we remember all of you who have reached to the God leaving us behind.
Definitely we will not forget your smiling faces and association with us. Wherever you

are, be in peace, happy and cheerful.
Compiled by: Debasish Datta & Kabita Jha.

BISWAJIT HAZRA
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MILAN GANGULY KALIPADA DAS PARTHASARATHI DE
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BECA — 81

40" YEAR CELEBRATION
COMMITTEE MEMBERS
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President : Kabita Jha
Vice-President : Gautam Bandyopadhyay

0~

Secretary : Prabal Bhattacharya

Sub-Committees

Souvenir

Chandan Pain

Ranjan Palit

Debasish Datta (ETC)

Professor / Dignitaries Contact
Gautam Bandyopadhyay
Debotosh Dutta

Bani Prasad GuhaThakurta

Gift
Prabal Bhattacharya

Tamal Bhattacharya
Debasish Ghosh

Food / Refreshment
Biswarup Saha
Kabita Jha

Subrata Kapat

o

®

Cetation 40 years —

Treasurer : Raghunath Sarkar

Cultural

Nikil Ranjan Chatterjee
Arun Baran Ghosh
Kabita Jha

Batchmate / Friends Contact
Alok Ranjan Bhunia

Bani Prasad GuhaThakurta
Rashbehari Pani

Venue / Logistics
Ranjan Palit
Chanchal Bardhan
Biswarup Saha

Sorvoghote Kathali Kola
All

Bengal Engineering College Alumni 1981 __



Cetation 40 years —

Fiotn The (ommillee’s (omer

- Kabita Jha

Every page of this booklet, except the current one and the obituary, is one year
old. It was composed, printed, but could not be distributed. Last year, around this
time, we, the class of 1981 of erstwhile B E College, were all set for a pilgrimage to
our beloved college campus, a holy land to us. But a fresh wave of killer pandemic,
fear of which was already looming large, suddenly swept over us.. We had to abandon
our plans and wait for one full year.

The sky appears to be clearer now. We seem to have come out of the dark tunnel
oflock-down and isolation, breathing easy again. So the "Young Turks' of yesteryears,
though turned grey-haired by the passage of time, are here in high spirit. Togetherness
still kindles the flame of olden days in their heart. Time has only ripened their
friendship.

But time 1s unkind too. Last one year has snatched away three more flowers from
the Beca81 bunch. Poolak Banerjee, Subhasish Sanyal and Atanu Ghosh Choudhuri
have joined our departed friends' team, making the tally twenty four. All are very
untimely losses. We pray for their souls. In last few years, several of our professors,
who used to be part and parcel of our Reunion function, also have left us. We
remember them with reverence.

We assemble on this college ground, not only to reminisce, not only to cherish
our fond memories, but also to perpetuate the bond we had developed. On this
Reunion day, we make a pledge to strengthen our connections, to share our joys and
sorrows, to support each other at the moments of need. That will spell the success of
this event.
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What a funny and bizarre place is this WhatsApp,
Morning, evening and night, spews only (s) crap,
Often, it catches us unaware,

As we fail to pause and ponder,

(That) there is a gullibility fill for every credibility gap.
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From 1976 to 2021 — Our Incredible Journey

- Gurprit Singh

We joined B.E.College in 1976 and I can vividly recall many events after more than 45 years !

First Day

Like others I came to the Residential campus of B.E.College in the first week of September. We were
told to proceed for the historic Downing Hall. The room was quite high, had no fans and 4 iron cots
were placed in 4 corners. I did not feel homesick and had no discomfort. My roommates were
Hemendra Talesara (Metallurgy), Pradip Pal (Mech) also from Hind Motor and Amitava Mazumdar
(Metallurgy) from North Bengal. Hemendra would later change stream to study ETC. Shri Durgadas
Banerjee was the principal of the college, then.

Ragging

I had heard of Ragging before but I was not duly worried about it. The Ragging was less physical in
B.E.College and some type of teasing was fun and one did not mind much when one heard about all
kinds of brutal ragging outside.

The Dining Hall

The Downing Hall was one of the oldest Hostels and it was on the verge of closure. The Dining Hall
was linked to the main Hostel complex by a pathway leading to it. There were 4 big tables and at a
time at least 50 boys could be served by the staff. The tables were quite old and some had even an
aluminium sheet punched over it. Fortunately, very few of us ever fell sick. Our resistance to Bacteria
and virus was quite strong. The quality of water at the college was such that it formed scales on the
inside of a glass tumbler. I do not know what was high, Impurity or Iron. The water could be classified
as the one of desired quality. The kitchen was adjacent to the dining Hall which also served as the
storehouse for various rations.

Watching Movies

When we joined the college, television was yet to catch on and as the transmission was in Black &
White, cinema still held its ground in popularity over television. There was no dearth of Cinema
Halls around the college. The quality of halls varied though. Lipi, was unarguably the nearest and
best cinema hall. Other halls were Jharna, Shalimar Talkies, Pushpashree, Bangabasi, Navbharat,
Alaka, Mayapuri etc.

Fun and Frolic

Usually, leg-pulling was one of the routine activities. Then there was “Awaaz” meaning taunting
somebody with language, booing or gestures. On the better aspect was sports like Cricket, soccer,
volleyball. There was table tennis facility too. Roaming around the B.Garden and looking for college
girls was another such aspect. Some boys went in for swimming, some drank locally brewed alcohol
and some smoked marijuana. Shouting and disturbing Hostel super's life was another prime activity
in the first year. Some intellectuals played Chess while some others just loved to gossip.
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Grand Feast and Improved Diet

These were once a month happening and the boarders would be too eager to have a sumptuous meal;
the preparation would take sometime. It was the day when gramophone records would be played on
an amplifier and boxes. This required some help from some of the boys and manager in particular.
Some extra lighting arrangement was also being done. We hardly had stomach upsets those days.
Cold drinks bottles from a Shopkeeper near the main gate were bought. Some college staff people
like Phone Dadu would also have a nice time on these days.

Downing vs Hostel No 13

A verbal duel, often, started between the two Hostel boarders. The Downing Hall boys would shout
from the common room and Hall 13 boys would do the same from the rooftop. Slowly the verbal
exchange would turn nasty and after a while, the situation would die down. Such verbal abuse can
make anyone embarrassed!

Studies/Classes
Classrooms were designed either as a Gallery or as a lecture hall shaped. A Gallery had a flat long
bench and a flat long desk where one could keep one's note books. The second row was possibly most
cosy for me. The lecture halls had chairs with a writing appendage. Drawing Hall was entirely
different with big stools and tables to keep drawing boards.

Classes were of two types: Regular and G.S.T. where we were given questions (from a question
bank) to solve out.

Jana Da's shop stored all the items needed by us and then there was this college canteen where
the students gathered as and when they could.

Teasing Dhana

Dhana or Mr Dhananjoy was a teacher at B.E.College Model school and his quarter was located very
close to the Downing Hall. Dhana had 2 daughters named Jaba and Pushpa and he had a son too.
Whenever he was spotted by the boys, they would tease him, taunt him and sometimes hurled abuses.
This infuriated him no end and often he chased the boys but to no avail. One particular evening,
Dhana was seen running behind the boys with a piece of brick in his hand! Dhana's daughters were
not that perturbed by such nonsense. When the Downing Hall was closed down, it must have come as
abigrelief for Dhana & family.

A Cultural Programme

In 1977, a Downing Cultural Committee was formed with a view to holding a cultural programme.
Mr Sukumar Ray, our Hostel Super co-ordinated the effort and a number of boys prepared
themselves for the occasion. The main artiste for the evening was Alokesh (Civil) and Surojit Sinha
(a senior) agreed to play Tabla. Alokesh chose a difficult song of Mohd.Rafi (a classical “Hari Om”
from Baiju Bawra). Partha (also civil) did some sort of Mukhabhinay.

Leaving Downing Hall
In the 2nd half of 1977, we had been to Second year of Engineering and time had come for us to leave
the Downing Hall. We were the last 5-year batch and the next batch was for 4 years only and so one
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Hostel was automatically becoming redundant. Downing Hall was not in a great shape either. My
immediate neighbours Milan, R.B.Pani and I chose each other to be room partners at the nearest
Hostel No 12. It was just behind No.13 and we packed our bag and baggage and just shifted. There
were no Emotions. Usually, Nostalgia grips you after decades. While I was there in the Hostel, I
looked forward and did not brood over something [ was leaving behind.

What has changed since 1976?
The simple answeris “ALOT”!

Happenings in 1976

While we are celebrating 40 years of our passing out of college, it must be borne in mind that we
started our life together in 1976 and so our association is a healthy 45 years old or close to a half-
century which is not a small period of time, by any means. There have been so many new
discoveries and there has been a technological revolution in the world. In 1976, we did not have
even TV everywhere. It was good-old Radio and some affluent people could afford Gramophones.
Tape recorder was almost unheard of. We had not even seen a calculator in 1976, leave alone seeing
alaptop. The computers still used Punched Cards and it was the domain of the Applied mathematics
teachers. Apple inc. was formed by Steve Jobs in 1976.

India was under Emergency and more than a hundred leaders were in jail. The notorious
compulsory sterilization scheme by centre took place in 1976. The Left Front which ruled for 34
years (1977-2011) was yet to come to power as S.S.Ray ruled over West Bengal. There was no
second Hooghly Bridge then. Mini Buses had arrived on scene and along-with iconic 55 route Tata
Buses, these served us well.

Amitabh Bachchan and Uttam Kumar were supremos in Bollywood and Tollywood
respectively and Bengali cinema industry was still producing Black and White movies. “Do
Anjaane” was especially important movie for us as part of the shooting was done in Botanical
Gardens. In 1976, we lost Mukesh and S.D.Burman, the music giants. Mrigayya was the National
film award film directed by Mrinal Sen. Then, Anand Shankar was experimenting with the fusion
music and we saw his programme live, later on.

Amal Dutta was still moving from place to place showing archaic videos of World Cup
soccer. There was no television till then, as mentioned already. The World Cup Videos were first
seen by us in 1978 and we realized the difference in standard between the international and Maidan
soccer.

Jimmy Carter became the president of USA the same year i.e., 1976. Montreal Olympic
games were held in 1976 and it was here that India lost 1-6 to Australia in Men's hockey and India's
slide started from there and it was revived in 2021 when we won the Bronze at Tokyo. Nadia
Comaneci scored a perfect 10 the same year at the Olympics. The same year, England dished out a
humiliating 3-1 defeat to India in Cricket in India when John Lever produced an amazing display of
swing bowling using Vaseline as alleged by Bishen Singh Bedi (though never proved). USA had
launched Space Shuttle programme and Viking had landed on the Mars, the same year. Concorde
had cut down the flying times and the same year IBM introduced the first Laser Printer.

Needless to say, there was no social media then but roadside tea-shops, clubs, bars and
restaurants were the meeting points for gossip and interactions. Obviously, there were no
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Cellphones. Only the most affluent in a locality had a landline. Even college teachers used bicycles
and very few had scooters and motorcycles. Cars were owned by the affluent only. There was no
Maruti Car; only Ambassador, Premier Padmini, Standard Herald were the available brands. The
Film Stars used Cadillac, Impala and Mercedes Cars. Only they could!

There were no Uncle Chipps, no Maggi. Chow-Mien was not to be seen everywhere. But
Moghlai Paratha was ruling supreme when Pizza and Pasta had not yet made their mark. Of course,
Jhaal-Muri was there and is still ruling the evenings in mofussil areas like Singaras and Vegetable
Chops. Bengali cuisine has become more cosmopolitan and thanks to Hindi serials, now everyone
understands Hindi. Among working women, Salwar Kameez has become very popular as in other
parts of the country.

A deadly Earthquake in Tabgshan China on July 28 killed 655,000 people.

Success and Failure

The race is long over. When someone is at college, one thinks about getting a job, someone else thinks
about going in for higher studies. Some chalk out their plans in a big way while there are others who
allow themselves to drift away guided by destiny. You may not achieve what you try for but
sometimes dreams become a reality. Some of us may have reached the pinnacle and some might have
retired at the lower echelons of formal management ladder but one thing is common; we all have
served with sincerity and tried to strike a balance between work and family life.

Indian Economy
From 1976 till 2021, Indian economy has boomed since 1991 providing ample opportunities for us
and our children also.

Departed Souls

45 Years is a long period and out of more than 250 students who enrolled in 1976, more than 20 have
already left this world. Many of'us have even lost our spouse or children. That's a big tragedy. Most of
us have lost either one parent or both. Many of our ex-colleagues of the workplace have left for ever. It
just brings one thing to my mind that the human being is not immortal. But the memories will remain,
forever.

R AR
sfesteogesio

So long as the memory of certain
beloved friends lives in my heart,
I shall say that life is good.

- Helen Killer
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The Midas Touch

Jnan Prakash Ghosh

-Madhuwanti Saha
D/o Biswarup Saha

Introduction: The story of tabla maestro and music composer Jnan Prakash Ghosh will leave one
astounded as to how one gurucould produce so many front-ranking performers without any desire
for fame.

'"Tabla is a language that has its own phonetic. Rhythmically and musically it has its own meaning.
The language has evolved from that of pakhawaj. It's called bol meaning words.” His hands
comfortably rested on tabla taking breaks in between syahi (the black spot of tabla) and the white
partas he eloquently describes the instrument and its origins in crisp English. The camera alternates
between his face and the instrument as he demonstrates with ease the differences between gharanas
that has branched out from the tabla's origin in Delhi.Any tabla player worth his salt can see his
exquisite baya work, which reflects strongly of Farukhabad gharana and few traces of Punjab
gharana. This is music maestro Jnan Prakash Ghosh whose YouTube video 'Jnan Prakash Ghosh
tabla solo and demonstration' will put Wikipedia to shame with its plethora of information on the
instrument.

Jnan Prakash Ghosh or Gyan Babum as he was lovingly called, was the voice of Calcutta's music
scene and excelled in everything he touched. He is credited for bringing Hindustani classical music
into West Bengal, creating fine compositions, introducing the harmonium at All India Radio and
creating a raga called bilasitodi. A gifted singer, brilliant composer, dexterous harmonium player,
musicologistand above all, a tabla guru, Ghosh trained and taught three generations of tabla players
and singers and reared maestros in each of these. From Shankar Ghosh to Anindo Chatterjee, his
disciples have kept audiences under their spell for over halfa century with their tabla performances.
Eminent singers groomed under him include Prasun Banerjee, Meera Banerjee, Ajoy Chakrabarty,
Tanima Thakur and Arun Bhaduri, among others. In fact, tabla ensembles first appeared under his
tutelage. During his tabla and harmonium performances, accompanying legends such as Bade
Ghulam Ali Khan, his mastery over sur(pitch), faal (beat cycle), chandh (rhythmic verse pattern)
and /aya(tempo)was unparalleled.

His journey into music

“He was an ocean. He was not only a guru, performer and composer but a class one hockey and
football player. He was simply a genius and an institution,” says Ajoy Chakrabarty, one of Ghosh's
closest disciples, who was with him till his last breath on 18"February, 1997.Given his lineage(his
grandfather Dwarkanath Ghose was credited for founding Dwarkin, a pioneering Indian enterprise
for the sale of Western and Indian musical instruments, and inventing the Dwarkin
harmonium),music surprisingly never appeared in Ghosh's priorities. He was a sportsman dividing
his time between soccer, hockey, polo and billiards; and a student who pursued art under
Abanindranath Tagore. In between he practised music. But one injury in the field turned his life
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upside down bringing him closer to music. When he was about to strike the ball an opposing player
ran to kick it. The boot hit the corner of Ghosh's forehead damaging his eyesight to an extent that cut
him from pursuing sports and arts any further.“We are really grateful to the almighty that the
opponent gave a good kick, otherwise we wouldn't have got our guru,” says Chakrabarty. “His
house had all kinds of musical instruments from their store. After the eye injury, he started spending
time playing the flute, harmonium, sitar, guitar and tabla. Uniekdomgaanerpokachillen [he was
always into music].”

He immersed intomusic, got trained in vocals by Girija Shankar, Mohammed Sagir Khan and
Mohammed Dabir Khan. He sought his most rigorous taalim from Masit Khan, the doyen of the
Farukhabadgharana, and later from Feroze Khan of the Punjab gharana. Not restrained by
gharana, Ghosh believed fiercely in serving the cause of the instrument and developing a
performance style with arobust variety.

Dexterity over notes

His work with the tabla overshadowed his contribution to vocal music. He was a prolific composer
in Bengali, Hindi and even English with works in Bengali movies and popular gramophone records
sung by famous artistes. The West sampled a taste of his work through his music composition for
the Academy Award-nominated animated short Bead Game, directed by Ishu Patel for the National
Film Board of Canada. “He was one of the greatest composers of Indian music with 1,500
compositions in Bengali and 900 compositions in Hindi. His compositions were unique as he used
an educated form of literature, driven from his curiosity, to understand the uniqueness of Indian
classical music,”’says Chakrabarty. He reminisces, “Once when we [guruji, my wife and some
musicians] were travelling to Balurghat [in West Bengal] by train, my wife found guruji scribbling
a tabla bol in the middle of the night in his deck. Whenever something came to his mind, he used to
noteitdown.”

With his thirst for knowledge, he welcomed influences from many other maestros apart from his
teachers, and gladly learnt from anyone who had anything good to share. As a result he was able to
collecta huge repertoire of rare compositions of all the chief styles of tabla. To enrich his repertoire,
Ghosh actually paid for compositions that were traded freely and kept detailed accounts. Sitar and
tabla player Nayan Ghosh calls them “the most intellectually informed compositions in tabla
history” in an article in Tehelka. His compositions always struck a balance between the intellectual
and the artistic.

Chaturang, which combines tabla, pakhawaj, Kathak and tarana, is his masterpiece. During his 15-
year stint at AIR as producer, he wrote and published literal pieces of classical music, light music,
orchestral, modern, percussion and choral. He is credited with the translation of thumris from Hindi
to Bengali. One of his noteworthy albums, The Drums of India, reinstated his command over
percussion instruments in which he experimented with an orchestra of drums from North and South
India including tabla, pakhawaj, naal, nakkara, khol, mridangam and kanjira. His duet with V. G.
Jog on the harmonium and violin respectively has earned him wide popularity.
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Thirst for knowledge

Given his excellence, talent and exposure, Ghosh chose teaching over the stage for the
predominant part of his life. His students are his greatest gift to Hindustani music. “He was a very
submissive type of person, who never wanted to become a cult figure,” says Chakrabarty. “Most
importantly he wanted to go into the deeper aspects of Indian music.” His more than 1,000
disciples corroborate his strong emphasis on guru-shishyaparampara. “Out of the thousand, 30
were internationally respected musicians in tabla, harmonium and vocals. No one except
Allauddin Khan can match up to him in that respect,” says Chakrabarty.

Chakrabarty was introduced to Ghosh by his first guru, Kanai Das Bairagi, in 1969, when he was
17. From thenon, he went on to become one of his favourite disciples. “He loved me more than his
son. He said,'Ami tomar moto dwityachatrapaini [1 have never come across another student like
you]'. He cultivated me for more than three decades. He soon became a fatherly figure to me as I
was more frank to him than my father,” he says. Ghosh, according to Chakrabarty, was very
analytical as a guru. “He nurtured his students to develop their own personality and style rather
than impose his knowledge. He never used to teach by singing. Sometimes by singing; sometimes
by playing. He would first try to understand what that voice needs and then accordingly render to
that.”Chakrabarty reveres his teacher's broad-minded nature. “It was guruji who took me to Ustad
Munawar Ali Khan to achieve the gayaki of Ustad Bade Ghulam Ali Khan. He never confined
knowledge to himself and always helped his students learn from any other guru.” It didn't stop
there. Chakrabarty talks of one instance when Ghosh took care of nine musicians for two decades
in his home. “He trained them at his huge ancestral house at 25 Dixon Lane. They used to practise
the whole night. This wouldn't have been commercially possible today.” About his house, it was
the venue of a well-respected music circle called Jhankar, which was visited by every maestro,
including Amir Hussain Khan, Kanthe Maharaj and Bade Ghulam Ali Khan.

Ghosh's thirst for knowledge extended to Sanskrit,in which he earned a first class rank in Pali from
Presidency College. His talents didn't go unnoticed by the Sangeet Natak Akademi, who conferred
upon him the Sangeet Natak Akademi Fellowship in 1974. This was followed by the Padma
Bhushan in 1984.Looking at his achievements and contributions, West Bengal indeed lost a jewel
with his passing. Chakrabarty couldn't agree more. “Being one of the senior-most performers of
the country and as a serious student of music, I can say that in another hundred years, we may not
get another Jnan Prakash Ghosh.”

RO AR
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Beautiful memories are like old friends.
They may not always be on your mind,
but they are forever in your heart.

- Susan Gale
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